
Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council

9 Beech Grove, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 0AB Tel: 01985 213436

Chairman: Councillor Angus Neish Clerk Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM

Minutes of the meeting of Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council held at the Village Hall Maiden Bradley on Tuesday 14th July 2015 at 7.30pm.

Present: Councillors

Councillor Ben Gunstone, Councillor Sebastian Seymour, and Councillor Susanna Brigden.

In attendance: The Parish Clerk, Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM no members of the public were present at the meeting.

Vice Chairman Councillor Patrick Nixon in the Chair

15/053 Public Question Time Public Bodies (admissions to meetings) Act 1960 s 1 extended by the LG Act 972 s 100.
No questions were put to the Council

Report from Unitary Councillor

The Unitary Councillor Fleur de Rhe Philipe had sent her apologies due to ill health. 
15/054 Acceptance of apologies for absence 
Resolved: Councillor Angus Neish had sent his apologies due to a prior holiday arrangement. Council resolved his reason for absence. Councillor Sarah Fry had sent her apologies due to work commitments. Council resolved her reason for absence. Councillor Jerry Rayner was absent, no apologies had been received by the Clerk.
15/055 Chairman’s announcements
Resolved: None given
15/056 Dispensations

Resolved: no dispensation requests had been received by the Clerk.
15/057 To receive declarations of interests Local Authorities 

Resolved: None given
15/058 Exclusion of the Press and Public Standing Order #1c

Resolved: not required
15/059 To receive and sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 9th June 2015 (Previously circulated) LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1)
Resolved: That they were a true record of the decisions made. Proposed Councillor Ben Gunstone Seconded Councillor Patrick Nixon 
15/060 Planning
15/05903/TCA Proposal: Work to Trees in a Cons Area
Location: 88 Frome Road Maiden Bradley BA12 7JA
Resolved: supported
15/04841/FUL & 15/05114/LBC Proposal: Change of use to residential with associated alterations.

Location: The workshop, Grange Farm Maiden Bradley Wiltshire BA12 7HX

Resolved: supported
15/04714/FUL & 15/05466/LBC Proposal: New Chimney Stack, internal alterations to the layout and various works to window & door openings.
Location: Grange Farm Maiden Bradley Wiltshire BA12 7HX

Resolved: supported
(Please note: in planning matters the Council acts as the consultee of the Principal Authority. The Principal Authority being the deciding body)

15/061 Parish Steward/Highways

Resolved: the Clerk was instructed to inform the Community Co-ordinator that there are stinging nettles clogging the traffic calming the second island Please can it be cleared, as it was a safety issue. It was noted that the whole of Church Street is full of weeds and rubbish. 
Footpath Standard

Resolved: Council discussed the Rights of Ways within the parish boundary. It was agreed that an advert to ask parishioners to report any broken stiles and issues seen when out walking and if the walkers would report back any issues. A map could be provided by the Council. The Clerk was instructed to report this in the parish news and to request an up to date copy of the Rights of Way map for the parish. A copy would also be given to Councillor Sebastian Seymour. 
The Paths Improvement Grant Scheme – 2015
Resolved: Wiltshire Councils PIGs Scheme was noted.
Countryside Access Improvement Plan 2015-2025

Resolved: noted the new Countryside Access Improvement Plan for 2015-2025
15/062 Community Emergency Plan

Resolved: noted that Councillor Patrick Nixon and the Clerk have arranged a meeting to compile the required documentation following a report from the Wiltshire Community Emergency meeting. The completed documentation would be brought to the next meeting.

15/063 Listing of Fountain (Action Plan See - Environment and Countryside)

Resolved: Council reviewed the suggestion to consider the listing of the Fountain and decided that at this time it was not appropriate to pursue this and will continue to investigate the ownership of the fountain.
15/064 Bus Stop Noticeboard

Resolved: noted that the Clerk had actioned the three quotations for the Bus Stop Noticeboard, she is awaiting a reply from the contractors.

15/065 Recreational Area Consultation (Action Plan See - Facilities and Services & Culture, Leisure and Recreation)
Resolved: Approved the final draft questionnaire. The Clerk was instructed to print off the questionnaires and arrange for them to be distributed via the parish news with the Annual Parish Council Newsletter. The Clerk informed Council that she had the envelopes required in the stationary store. The Clerks recommendation that an SAE is included with the distribution as it has been proven that a better response has been had using this method within communities, was approved. The cost of the additional postage was approved. Proposal Councillor Ben Gunstone Seconded Susanna Brigden.
15/066 Quality Council (Action Plan – See Long-term Overview)
Resolved: Councillor Ben Gunstone reported that he has had heavy work commitments, so had not completed this task but would action this as a priority now the School Holidays were nearing.
15/067 Community First

Resolved: the renewal of its membership to Community First. The membership cost of £36.00 was approved. Membership to Community First brings the Council access to community funding streams, training sessions and the support of vital community projects, the Link Scheme Good Neighbourhood Scheme are but a few. Proposed Councillor Ben Gunstone Seconded Councillor Patrick Nixon
15/068 VAT Claim
Resolved: noted that the Clerk had actioned a VAT Claim for £330.23.

15/069 PAYEE 
Resolved: note that there are no payments required to date for the Clerks Payee.

The HMRC notification sheets had been printed off and filed with the Clerks wage slips.
15/070 External Audit

Resolved: to note that the External Audit had been received and the External Auditor had confirmed that in their opinion the information on the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements. They had though sent in a report, other matters not affecting their opinion which they wish to draw to the attention of the Parish Council.

Low Levels of Reserves

They noted that the Council holds low levels of general reserves, approximately 10.5% of the Annual Precept for 2014/2015 after allowing for reserves that are earmarked for specific purposes. That the Council should consider the level of general reserves and consider taking steps to increase the level of reserves in future years if it considers it necessary.

The Clerk confirmed that Council has taken steps to address the reserves and this is shown within its three year budget. Council is to build the reserves to £3300.00 a quarter of its Precept budget within this three year period. Council approved the Completed Annual Return.

Council noted that the Clerk had displayed the Notice of Conclusion of Audit on both the noticeboards, the Website and Facebook. 

15/071 Review Close Down of Accounts for the Year.
Resolved: no changes or actions were highlighted to the Clerk to take for next year’s audit. Council confirmed the appointment of Councillor Patrick Nixon to review the parish accounts quarterly. 
15/072 Appointment of Internal Auditor for 2015/2016

Resolved: approved the appointment of Auditing Solutions as the Auditor for 2015/2016.
15/073 Approval and signing of Parish Accounts for the month of June 2015
Internal Audit Accounts & Audit Regulations 2003 reg 2

Resolved: to approve the accounts for June 2015. Council noted that the Treasurers Account number 01082347 held £1099.68 and Account number 7052153 held £3034.87. The Clerk had moved £1000.00 on the 14th July 2015 to cover the below payments and the standing order payment for August.
15/074 Payments LGA 1972 s150 (5)
Resolved: reviewed and approved the items of expenditure listed below: 
Invoices

Wages July LGA 1972 s111 Standing Order



    £343.20
Wages August LGA 1972 s111 Standing Order



    £343.20
Travelling Clerk LGA 1972 s111000968




    £    7.74

Heat Light etc. LGA 1972 s111000969




    £    8.67

K. M. Dike Nurseries June 2015 Open Spaces act 1906 ss 9 and 10  
000970








    £276.17

Auditing Solutions LTD LGA 1972 s111 000971


    £198.00
Grant Thornton External Audit LGA 1972 s111
000972

    £120.00
SLCC Regional Conference (Cost shared – Council noted that the Clerk had actioned the invoices for the Upper Deverills and Horningsham Parish Councils contributions and had paid in their payments) See below:
LGA 1972 s111000973






     £ 82.80

Community First Membership LGA 1972 s111 000974


     £ 36.00

Receipts
HMRC VAT Claim 14.04.15-09.06.15 BACS



    £330.23

Horningsham Parish Council IT Contributions 500038

 
    £  16.00

Horningsham Parish Council SLCC Regional Conference Contribution

500037








     £ 23.00

Upper Deverills Parish Council SLCC Regional Conference Contribution

500038






    

     £ 23.00

Interest Sheet 68







     £   0.20

Interest Sheet 69







     £   0.19

15/075 Clerk’s Report
Audit Report on the Annual Play Area Check Sheets.

Council confirmed for the year ahead, that monthly Health and Safety checks would continue to be actioned, the content on the sheets was approved and that Councillor Ben Gunstone would be the designated Councillor to continue to action them. The Clerks recommendation that Council revisits the closing of the gate issue was approved. The Clerk was instructed to obtain quotations for its repair/replacement if no repair could be actioned.
General Risk Assessment

Resolved: noted that the Clerk had added the new equipment purchased to the Asset Register and Risk Assessment. The Clerk reported that she had informed the Insurance Company of the disposals of the laptop and external hard drive and the inclusion of the new IT equipment. There would be no increase in the premium. Council signed the General Risk Assessment for 2015/2016.
Society of Local Council Clerks Regional Conference.

Resolved: noted that the Clerk had attended the Regional Conference at Salisbury Race Course. That the Clerk had come away with a wealth of knowledge on the Insurance provision and new recommended practices re play areas and public spaces.  

The session with Roger Taylor on Law for Local Councils had given a presentation on the recent changes in the law and examined how these changes impacted on the powers, duties and procedures of parish councils.  

How to consult better with the community, a workshop on the intensive consultation undertaken at Calne Community to create a master plan for the future development of the community and their neighbourhood plan, this was extremely useful and the Clerk feels confident that a Village Design Statement actioned in Maiden Bradley would be a valuable addition for the community.  

The Clerk reported that she now had a few items to follow up within the parish documentation. A certificate of attendance was given and has been filed in the Clerks personal file.

Council also noted that the Clerk is at present commenting on the updated Parish Borrowing Guidance with the Department for Communities & Local Government (DCLG) Local Government Finance Parish & Town Council Borrowing.

Society of Local Council Clerks National Conference.

Resolved: approved the Clerks attendance at the National Conference. The Agenda at present covers Social Media for Councils, Engagement Local Councils and their communities, are you clear about transparency, facilitative communication breaking down barriers, managing risk and many other smaller seminars. Lord Lamont will be the Keynote speaker. Council noted that the Clerk had managed to secure the agreement with another Clerk to share a room which reduces the cost from £395.00 to £295.00 and this cost would be shared three ways giving a final cost for the two day conference of £98.33.The cost of £98.34 had been budgeted for within the  2015/2016 budget. This was approved proposed Councillor Patrick Nixon seconded Councillor Sebastian Seymour.

Parish Documentation 

Resolved: noted that at the end of July the Clerk will action an audit of the policies, review the records to be disposed of, those to be archived and audit the planning records. 

Community Governance Course

Resolved: noted that the Clerk had received her marks for her first two assignments. The Clerk had achieved a distinction for her Parish Plan and Village Design statements report and a merit mark for her Booklet on Community Governance for A Level students. 

15/076 Meetings for Councillors to consider attending

Passenger Transport Review

Resolved: noted the meetings dates and wished it minuted that it will continue to support the Link Scheme if services are withdrawn 
15/077 Correspondence received 
Resolved: noted the Booklets, Brochures and Emails on the below list received.

CPRE The Moonraker Newsletter, The Woods Today Woodland Trust Newsletter, HAGS SMP Play area Equipment, NBB Recycled Furniture, Park Life equipment, NBB Recycled Furniture, Lubbe & Sons (Bulbs) Ltd, Clerk Magazine and Glasdon Gateway signs.

15/078 Parish Clerks Delegated Powers LGA 1972 s101
Resolved: none 
15/079 Notice of items to be taken into consideration at the next meeting in July.

Resolved: Receipt of Second Precept Payment, ½ yearly Budget check and Quality Scheme final documentation approval. 
15/080 Items for Parish Newsletter & Notice Boards

Resolved: action points, questionnaire and to advertise that Rights of Way reporting volunteers being sought
15/081 Date of the next meeting

Resolved: that Tuesday 8th September 2015 is the date of the next meeting. The Parish Meeting will start at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend. The Meeting finished at 8.18pm.
Members of the Council considered the foregoing matters in consideration of their duties: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime and Disorder; health and Safety, and Human Rights.

